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Government were making can honest and trustful offer' to the other
Powers. If their offer was accepted, and if other Governments would
c take the hand which Germany stretched out to them', the settlement
of individual questions would present no serious difficulty.
Attention was drawn to this passage of the German Foreign
Minister's speech by Sir John Simon during a debate on disarmament
in the House of Commons at Westminster on the following day. Sir
John Simon reviewed the course of the Disarmament Conference
from its beginning in February 1932 and explained the circumstances
in which he had made his statement to the Bureau on the 14th October,
1933. He also dealt at some length with the question of British
obligations under the Locarno Treaty and the situation which would
arise in that connexion if Germany carried out her announced
intention of leaving the League of Nations.1 On the subject of
Freiherr von Neurath's 'honest and trustful offer', Sir John Simon
reminded the House of the wish which Herr Hitler had expressed
for a rapprochement with France, and he declared that the British
Government most earnestly trusted that these statements might
clead, in some form or other, to the renewal of contact, and that this
object' would 'be pursued by whatever method' was 'found most
useful and appropriate'. He added that the British Government had
'never been sticklers for method' if they could 'help the result'; and
they intended to continue their efforts e and invite other Governments
to continue theirs5. At a later stage of the debate, a question from
Mr. Lloyd George (who had strongly criticized the Government's
action in supporting the proposal for a period of probation)2 elicited
from Mr. Eden an assurance that the Government were not com-
mitted to that proposal, which was merely cin the process of negotia-
tion5. They 'were prepared to support it if it found support in the
Conference'. Mr. Eden added that, since the negotiations on the
two-period plan had failed, 'of course the draft convention still
stands'.
These hints that the British Government would be prepared to
abandon the plan which had been given shape in Sir John Simon's
statement of the 14th October, and to continue negotiations, if
1  Certain passages from Sir John Simon's speech are quoted in other sections
of this part of the present volume on pp. 168 and 222-3 above.
2  Sir John Simon deprecated the use of this term, which he described as
'not quite accurate'. "The period of probation', he said, 'is a phrase and not
only a phrase but a conception, which we of the British delegation had rejected
publicly and privately throughout*.  Nevertheless there can be little doubt
that Sir John Simon's statement to the Bureau on the 14th October was
generally taken to mean that the British Government were committing them-
selves to the acceptance of a 'pe'riode d'e'preuve'.